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Please send any comments or contributions to the editor, Mark Solomons, at msolomons@msn.com 

 
This magnificent feral bees’ nest was discovered on our task at Barn Hoppit in February. Read more about these creatures 

inside. Picture by John Skerry. Also inside, an anniversary special  including memories and cakes!  

To see this newsletter online and in full colour, visit http://www.efcv.co.uk. 

 The website also provides more information on tasks and events, campaigns and forest news.  

For information regarding EFCV contact Brian McGhie (01992 573514) or Kevin Mason (020 8529 9273)/ efcv2@yahoo.co.uk 

Dates for your diary: this year’s AGM will be at The View, Rangers Road, at 7.30pm, September 29th.  

*Christmas! Yes, it’s early but make a note – our Xmas Dinner is on Friday, December 8th at The Bull, Theydon Bois. 
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CHAIRMAN'S RANT 
 

For those of you who remember my last written 

masterpiece, I ranted on about a plant disease 

called Phytophthora ramorum and that it has a 

particular taste for larch and rhododendron.  The 

disease, which is now referred to as ramorum, 

was found during a survey last year at the Warren 

Plantation. Fortunately, we have been informed, it 

was discovered at its very earliest stage.  Wind 

borne spores are its main means of transmission 

and the danger to nearby ancient beech trees in 

Epping Forest led to a quick response by the City 

of London management and staff in the removal 

of larch and rhododendron at the Plantation. 

I had the opportunity last week to walk up to 

Copped Hall through the Warren Plantation to 

have a look for myself.  Imagine my delight in 

seeing the area free of the dreaded 

rhododendron.  The open view to the west of the 

path is now far more interesting.  A few days later, 

I took myself down to Jack’s Hill Bog South to see 

if the huge rhododendron nearby had been taken 

out.  Oh joy, it has!  I pulled up a few small roots 

that the machinery had missed, just to finish the 

job!  Lots of very thin silver birch are on show now 

that their cover has been blown. Jacks Hill is an 

important site to clear of rhododendron for there 

are many ancient beech pollards in the vicinity.  

No doubt a watching brief on both sites is in order 

as even a small piece of root hidden in a damp 

spot will grow. 

To keep everyone informed, staff at the Warren, 

with advice from the Animal & Plant Health 

Agency and the Forestry Commission, are 

undertaking a two to three-year programme to 

remove all rhododendron and larch from the 

forest and its buffer lands. The programme will 

eventually include removal of rhododendron at 

Knighton Woods and Wanstead Park. All local 

conservation interest groups and councils support 

this action. If our readers check out “Epping 

Forest and rhododendron” on the internet, there 

are several very good sites containing all the 

detailed information you may like to read. 

Most of you know I have a pathological dislike for 

rhododendron, and I feel the same about cherry 

laurel; Prunus laurocerasus. It, too, is an alien 

invader!  Cherry laurel poses problems similar to 

rhododendron, it is shade tolerant and has 

adapted well to the British climate. Livestock and 

other animals, including invertebrates, find it 

 

unpalatable, unsurprising as the leaves contain 

cyanide, so it can spread unchecked. Fortunately, 

the plant is not a problem in Epping Forest, but it 

has been a nuisance in many small woodlands 

throughout the countryside.   New housing 

developments seem to have a love affair with 

cherry laurel and its variants, it seems to me to be 

the hedging plant of choice most of the time.  

What’s wrong with hawthorn, beech and 

hornbeam?  

As if hedgehogs are not in enough trouble, I learn 

that that august body, DEFRA, recently approved 

the use of a small mammal trap originating in New 

Zealand where it is used to kill vermin and non-

native “pest” species.  Hedgehogs in Britain are a 

protected species and cannot be trapped without 

a licence. If trapped and killed, the person setting 

the trap can be prosecuted.  It is no defence in 

law to say the catch was unintentional.  However, 

in my view, what person who traps and kills a 

hedgehog unintentionally is going to admit it?  

The dead hedgehog would “disappear” and no 

one else would be the wiser. Check out hedgehog 

websites for more information. 

Bogs in the forest are suffering. Shading from 

nearby trees, drying out through climate change, 

competition for water from adjacent tree roots, 

plus birch, bracken and bramble encroachment 

and in some cases invasion by Typha, that’s 

reedmace or bulrush to me and you!  The best 

bogs in the forest are probably Lodge Road South 

and North. There is a task concentrating on the 

south bog on Tuesday, June 20th and another 

removing Typha from the north bog on Sunday, 

July 30th. Should be muddy fun! Hope to see as 

many of you there as possible, for these are very 

important sites. 

 

Brian McGhie 



HONEYBEES IN THE TREES! 

We were thrilled to find the large feral honeybee nest, pictured on the front cover, during a task earlier 
this year. Fortunately our volunteers that day included beekeeper TIM CHARGE, who can tell us more:  

On February 14th we met at Barn Hoppitt to remove scrub and small trees from around some ancient oaks and future 
pollards. 
 
Working in an area nearby in late autumn 2015, we noted a feral honeybee colony nesting in the hollow trunk of a 
large oak. The colony was busy harvesting both nectar and bright yellow pollen, from a large stand of flowering ivy, 
probably their last harvest before the onset of winter. I was looking forward to checking to see if they had survived 
and begun making their first early feeding forays of 2017. 
 
It was good news when I walked across to the colony, with foraging workers clearly searching for signs of early pollen 
and nectar. I was encouraged they had made it through winter and relieved that they’d not met the same fate as a 
colony identified at Deershelter Plain which was “burnt out” by vandals the previous summer. 
 
As we prepared to start work after lunch someone remarked “Tim is that a bee colony up there?”, and looking high 
up at a nearby oak, we saw the large unprotected colony illustrated below and on the cover of this newsletter. 
 

  
 
Remarkable for its size alone, it represents what you might expect in a tropical region where bees can survive without 
the protection of a tree hollow or crevice. To see such a large expanse of multiple combs in the UK is rare indeed. 
 
It probably began as a “swarm cluster” (the resting place of a swarm after leaving the hive) which, unable to find a 
suitable home in a tree or building, decided to stay put and expand. This is not a strategy for success with honeybees, 
as most swarms perish even when they identify a viable new nest site, but this colony appears to have thrived 
through 2016, building a large multi lobed comb, and on the evidence of our visit, probably survived the winter too. 
 
It’s hard to imagine that the queen can have survived the winter in so exposed a position and thus the colony is 
doomed, the older bees dying and no young being generated to carry the colony on. 
I visited again in early April and there were still a few bees to be seen, perhaps the last of the colony – more likely 
robbers from other local colonies taking advantage of some remaining unprotected honey stores to gain a free meal. 
 
 So what causes a honeybee colony to swarm? 
 
Honeybees reproduce at the colony level - the queen dependant on her workers, the workers infertile and unable to 
reproduce without a queen. In spring and early summer if a colony of bees is healthy and strong in number they will 
almost inevitably use a spell of good weather to try and swarm. 
Once the colony has decided to swarm a number of elongated wax cells or queen cells are constructed and the queen 
will lay an egg inside each. In the following few days the eggs hatch into a larva and this is fed an enriched food or 
“royal jelly”. 

If you would like to see the 
combs yourself, the site lies just 
across Rangers Road from the 
Brewers Fayre restaurant, quite 
high up in an oak tree. 
 You can park nearby in Barn 
Hoppitt car park. 
 
*Picture by Spencer Cleminson 



Over the next few days the larva grows rapidly, moulting its skin almost every day until on day 8 the queen cell is 
capped, the larva sealed in, ready to pupate. 
 
It is at this point that the colony, certain of the provision of a future queen, takes to the sky and swarms. 
At its centre will be the existing queen, together with all the flying bees in the hive – up to 75% of the hives 
population. Back in the hive they leave the developing queen cells, which will hatch in about 8 days, the non flying 
young worker bees, and many developing worker eggs and larva. 
 
They have created two colonies from one.  The swarm meanwhile will come to rest on a nearby tree or building, 
forming a swarm cluster. Scout bees are then despatched to search the local area for the best available permanent 
home. 
 
The decision making about a new site can take a number of days depending on what options such as hollow trees, 
crevices in buildings or indeed empty beehives are available and research in recent years indicates the amazing 
sophistication of the search and selection process. If the weather is poor and doesn’t improve they can languish and 
fail at the outset. 
    
For anyone interested in more information about swarms there’s a fascinating book by Tom Seeley  - Honeybee 
Democracy  -  examining the processes involved in decision making for swarm colonies and the role of “scout bees”. 
There is a lecture of him presenting his book  here -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnnjY823e-w 
 
To see what a queen cell looks like and learn more about the constant battle beekeepers face to contain swarming, 
then this from the Welsh Beekeeping Association here: http://www.wbka.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/There-
Are-Queen-Cells-In-My-Hive-WBKA-WAG.pdf 

 

FIT AND FORTY!  
Don’t concern yourselves – we’re talking about EFCV not you! 

The group celebrated its 40th anniversary at the Lord’s Bushes task on the 19th March with a good turnout of 

volunteers, fine weather plus a bonfire to add to the occasion. The work involved the thinning of birch and holly with 

the clearance of scrub as part of the City’s wood-pasture restoration programme. 

We received a delightful surprise at the mid-morning break for coffee when Ralph Boswell regaled us with some 

beautifully decorated and delicious cakes crafted by his daughter Anita. The photos demonstrate the variety and 

consummate skill with which these tempting morsels were presented. Needless to say, while they were greatly 

admired for their handiwork, there were none left at the end of the day! 

                      
As detailed in Kevin’s report, in 2016/17 the group worked on 52 tasks, generating a total of more than 4,700 hours 

helping to conserve important sites within Epping Forest. This vital work, about which we are passionate, involved 

protecting threatened habitats and improving and maintaining nationally and internationally important areas including 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s).  In order to continue making a 

significant contribution to the conservation of Epping Forest and its habitats it is essential we endeavour to attract 

more volunteers to join the group and hope current members will spread the word (or make suggestions as to how this 

can best be achieved). 

Perhaps we could even adopt a new motto which simply says we are “Lean, Keen and Green”?  

*Words and pictures by Spencer Cleminson. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnnjY823e-w
http://www.wbka.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/There-Are-Queen-Cells-In-My-Hive-WBKA-WAG.pdf
http://www.wbka.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/There-Are-Queen-Cells-In-My-Hive-WBKA-WAG.pdf


EFCV MEMORIES: To celebrate our 40th, three stalwarts recall their time with us   

Ralph Boswell:  My employment carried me around the world and intensified as retirement approached and I 

introduced my successor. The travel and constant commitment finally took its toll, not only on me but also my long 

suffering wife. It was her eagle eyes that spotted a plea for volunteers to join EFCV written by a journalist and 

published in the local paper. 

On that first visit in January 1999, I was introduced to a group (not unlike today’s) and was placed with a regular 

volunteer called Len Dewell who acted as my mentor in the early days. Len was a delightful person, both kind, 

considerate and understanding of a novice “tree surgeon” like myself. He had many strings to his bow one of which 

was making bird boxes for charity. EFCV sold these at the annual Forest Festival when this event was held by the City 

of London.    

However I can say that almost twenty years later I am still turning up for a task, enjoying the company and 

appreciate how this has saved me from “nothing to do syndrome”. 

During the many tasks over the last two decades there have been funny moments and difficult moments but all have 

been happy and friendly where we worked as a team – there is no I in team. If pushed to recall an awkward or 

difficult moment I would probably select the occasion we worked at Gregson’s Ride. We had been tasked to clear a 

path parallel to the main ride. The path was slightly downhill by an adjacent pond. During the day the weather grew 

increasingly wet and the pond began to overflow and run downhill. We were now effectively working in a new 

stream, this became dangerous and we had to cease work. 

However happier and exciting times exist in abundance. All our Christmas BBQs have been joyous occasions, along 

with the many times volunteers brought treats such as cake, biscuits, and sweets  to share. All of which have been 

much appreciated.   

                                

Peter Lyons: I first became involved with the EFCV in late 1978, just 18 months after the group was  

established. My girlfriend was already a member and she introduced me to the group. She left later, and I 

remained! In the early days we were led by Martyn Simmons and met at a tool hut in the Field Studies 

Centre in High Beach. At first, tasks alternated between removing birch at Long Running and clearing Earl’s 

Path Pond of leaf litter, logs and vegetation. We had no chainsaws or other mechanised aids; most of the 

birch saplings were dug up using mattocks and spades. 

Ralph Boswell, below, and Peter Lyons, right.           

Pictures supplied by Peter Smith. 

 



Later Mike Rumble took over as leader and we extended our work sites elsewhere, including Sunshine 

Plain and Strawberry Hill. Health and Safety was not a formal discipline and we relied on care and common 

sense, using ladders to work on larger trees, and even shinning up them. At the time, I still lived in Islington 

and recall the looks I received from other passengers when returning home after a pond task. In 1998 we 

had to leave the tool hut but were offered accommodation by the City of London at the Warren. 

I remember the early days with great pleasure. We were a small band at first, but always a very happy 

group of volunteers. 

======================================================================================= 

Alan Bertram: It was suggested I might like to write a few words on what I remember of my first task with 

the EFCV, so here goes trying to put some of my early memories in the right order! 

I think it was the autumn of 1979 when I went into East Ham Library, and there found a display of three or 
so panels about the work of the EFCV, aimed at encouraging one to volunteer and help.  I noticed it was 
based at (but then run as a separate body to) the High Beach Centre, then a Field Study Centre – I already 
knew of that, having been on one of their walks and through other connections. 
 
As was usual then, it was a letter of enquiry which produced a response including the current task list.  The 
list of tasks was quite simple, consisting of just alternating between Earl’s Path Pond and Strawberry Hill 
Pond.  That sounded very interesting to me and I was hooked! 
 
I soon found out on attending the first task that 
the work at Earl’s Path Pond had been completed 
for the present, so all the work was at Strawberry 
Hill Pond.  It is difficult to disentangle from 
memory exactly what work was done when, but I 
think a large amount of it was removing the goat 
willow which was taking over the pond at that 
time.  Trying to remove the roots made this quite 
a slow job, and somewhat mucky.  The volunteers 
doing the work were all very friendly and 
attending tasks soon became for me a regular 
activity, interrupted from time to time then as 
now by my interest in trams, etc., and various 
voluntary activities connected with that. 
I noticed that many of the volunteers were in 
their early twenties, as well as younger 
volunteers most of whom doing it as part of their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Indeed, the only other 
older volunteers I can remember were Pete Lyons 
and John Skerry, who were in the same age 
bracket as me. I therefore thought that after a 
couple of years I would be too old for such 
activities – little did I know! 
 
It is interesting to reflect that from an average 
age of then, say 20ish, over the next twenty years 
the average age seemed to increase by at least 
thirty years, if not more so.   

 
 
*Alan, in waders, at Two Tree Island last year. 
Picture by Spencer Cleminson: 
 
I hope that trend is now being reversed, but on 
my rare task attendance these days there seems 
always to be a good number of faces I recognise. 

 



ATTENDANCE MATTERS – 2017 

*Kevin Mason looks back at the last 12 months of statistics to find the need to attract more 
volunteers is greater than ever. 

As the table below shows, the number of volunteers attending our tasks decreased during the past 
12 months from 860 to 791. 

  2015/16 2016/17 

Total number of volunteers 860 791 

Total number of volunteers (weekends) 663 610 

Total number of tasks 50 52 

Total number of tasks (weekends) 38 39 

Ave volunteers per weekend tasks 17.4 15.6 

This is disappointing and shows we need to work at attracting new and more members to tasks. 
However, the total for the past 12 months is the same as 2014/15. Weather conditions may have 
influenced the numbers; we seemed to suffer from rainy Sundays during the winter.   

 We do get regular email enquiries from people wanting to come volunteering and we do work 
hard to convert these enquiries into new members. There were six new members in 2016 and 18 
other volunteers who have worked with us but not yet joined. Hopefully the volunteers who worked 
with us during the year enjoyed their time with us and found the work interesting and worthwhile.    

The amount of work we are able to complete at each task really does depend upon having large 
numbers of volunteers helping a task leader. An enjoyable and satisfying day out in good company 
also helps.  

 

The graph details average attendance at each task on an annual rolling basis for the past ten 
years. A total of 103 people attended tasks during 2016, an increase of 20 on 2015/16 but 44 only 
came once so this is something we have to look at finding out why they have not been more often.  

EFCV highlights for the year 2016/17 

 791 Volunteer days (860 in 2015) or 4,746 hours, this equates to £33,222 @£7 per hour, 
given on 52 practical tasks organised this year, 39 on Sundays and 13 on other days. 
 



 103 active volunteers participating in our tasks an average of 15.8 per task.  

 Worked on 22 different sites, 3 Tasks working with the Wildlife Trust.  

 No pond clearance work was undertaken in the forest. 
 

The committee of the Epping Forest Conservation Volunteers would like to record and thank the 
following members for the amount of tasks they have attended during the year 2016/17.  

 

Completion of over 200 hours of 
volunteer work 

Completion of over 150 
hours of volunteer work 

Completion of over 100 
hours of volunteer work 

Spencer Cleminson (over 300 hours for 5 
consecutive years) 

Elke Taylor Ruth Moore 

Peter Smith Tim Charge Brian McGhie 

Neil Redgewell John Fisher Kevin Mason 

Mary Dodd John Skerry Valerie Meixner 

Martin McCleary Heather Cleminson James Cunning 

 Ralph Boswell Paul Herbert 

 

Kevin briefing volunteers at our 40th 
anniversary task in Lord’s Bushes on 
March 19th. As the table, below, shows, 
we visited this particular site 12 times 
in 2016/17. 

Picture by Peter Smith. 

 
The sites visited most often were:-  
1. Bury Wood - visited seven times 
2. Deershelter Plain and Rushey Plain - five visits each 
3. Gas Ride and Long Running – four visits each. 
4. Lord’s Bushes, Swaines Green and Warren Hill - three visits each.  

Over the past five years it is interesting to see where we have been most often, as shown in the 
table below. It would suggest that most of our tasks are dealing with grassland restoration and 
hopefully Long Running has benefitted from so many tasks.  

 

 Site Name No. of 
tasks 

 Site Name No. of 
tasks 

1 Long Running 27 6 Lord’s Bushes 12 

2 Rushey Plain 17 6 Deershelter Plain 12 

3 Swaines Green 16 8 Bury Wood 10 

4 Chingford Plain 14 9 Sunshine Plain 9 

5 Gilbert Slade 13 10 Walthamstow Forest & Fernhills 8 

 



SUMMARY OF TASKS – SEPTEMBER 5th TO DECEMBER 18th 
Monday, 2nd January, Gas Ride  
Kevin Mason & Peter Lyons (19)  
A cold, sunny day. A large area was cleared and the site 
now has an open area along the ride. Lots of people 
were out walking and commented favourably on our 
work. This was a continuation of work started in 
December to clear birch and scrub oak around tall 
standard oaks and grassland restoration. We also 
coppiced hawthorn protecting the stools with brash top 
prevent deer browsing. 
  
Tuesday, 10th January, Wanstead Flats 
Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge (13) 

Overcast and cool. The group spread out across the site 
to remove clumps of broom which had invaded the 
grassland, together with three small trees. 
Five large bags of litter was collected and removed from 
the site. 
 
Sunday 15th January, Gas Ride 
Spencer Cleminson & Peter Lyons (10) 
On a miserable, cold wet day, volunteers assembled an 
impomptu shelter. We cleared a variety of tall trees from 
the immediate area and coppiced the hawthorn.   
A number of log piles were created at different points 
and coppiced hawthorn had some of the prickly brash 
put over the stumps to deter deer. 
 
Sunday 22nd January, Furze Ground 
Brian McGhie & Peter Lyons (15) 
A cold day and no bonfire! We cleared small and 
medium sized birch from the heathland. 
 
Sunday, 29th January, Woodford Golf Course  
Spencer Cleminson & John Fisher (16)  
A mild day, cutting down willow regrowth which was in 
danger of shading the anthills. 
Having done this, birch and willow screening a mature 
oak from view was removed to successfully create a 
halo around it. Some birch remained near the public 
footpath a small group of experienced volunteers 
oversaw the safe clearance of these trees.   
 
Sunday 5th February, Gernon Bushes 
Brian McGhie &Ralph Boswell (16) 
Our annual visit to the local wildlife trust reserve to assist 
the warden Brian. We cleared small holly and birch from 
an area to the left of the main ride to create an open 
area which will enable light to reach the floor of the wood 
and stimulate new growth. Volunteers were treated to 
jacket potatoes on the bonfire.  

Tuesday, 14th February, Barn Hoppitt 
Spencer Cleminson & John Skerry (13)  
A mild sunny day and the team spread out across the 
site to remove turkey oaks and bramble around the 
mature trees creating haloes around several of large old 
oaks. A large area of regrowth which had invaded the 
grassland was also removed. 
We found a substantial feral honeybee nest attached at 
a great height to the branch of an old oak.  
For more on the bees, see Tim Charge’s article towards 
the beginning of this newsletter.  
 

 

Before (above) and after (below) our January 29th task at 
Woodford Golf Course. Pictures by Spencer Cleminson. 

 

Sunday, 19th February, Chingford Plain 
Ralph Boswell & John Fisher (19) 
A logistical nightmare as Connaught Water and Barn 
Hoppit car parks were completely full so we finished up 
in Bury Road. Luckily we had use of the ranger which 
was able to go through the field gate. The weather was 
kind to us and we cleared a huge swathe of blackthorn, 
exposing a good number of hawthorn which we left in 
situ as instructed. Smaller oaks were removed along 
with a large bramble patch on the edge of the stream 
and two holly trees. One is now able to walk through the 
site with comparative ease.  
 
Sunday 26th February, Chingford Plain  
Peter Smith & John Fisher (16 ) 
Work continued from last week thinning the copse 
between the stream and the ride. Oak scrub, holly and 
mature blackthorn were removed while hawthorn and 
yew were left in place. We also cleared the stream of 
obstructions and improved the flow of water.  
 
Sunday, 5th March, Swaines Green 
Brian McGhie & Martin McCleary (15) 
We continued the work on Middle Field removing 
blackthorn, hawthorn and small oak trees. All of the cut 
material was burnt. 



Sunday, 12th March, Birch Wood 
Kevin Mason & Ralph Boswell (20) 
This is an important site for reptiles , We cleared 
blackthorn, oak and willow from grassland and 
uncovered a particularly fine hawthorn with numerous 
stems. We were approached by a local walker who told 
us of counting 68 adders on site during the summer of 
1967. We were visited by keeper Tristan during the day.  
 

 

*The bonfire from our Feb 26th task. Picture: Peter Smith 
 
Sunday, 14th March, Warren Hill 
Peter Smith & Tim Charge (6) 
We removed saplings and scrub around old oaks on the 
west side of the heath to provide a clear halo of light for 
each tree. Most of the saplings were sycamore but also 
included yew and holly. Accessing the saplings through 
bramble was made harder because of the unavailability 
of our brush cutter. We removed two trees that had 
fallen across the path, presumably in Storm Doris. We 
reclaimed the south side of the heath from scrub which 
was almost cut back to the mature tree line. 
  
Sunday, 19th March, Lord’s Bushes  
Kevin Mason and John Skerry (20) 
A special report on this, the group’s 40th anniversary 
task, features earlier in this newsletter. We worked to 
clear birch, holly, small hornbeam and oak. Several 
larger oaks were uncovered together with some long 
dead pollards..  

Sunday, 2nd April, Lord’s Bushes  
Kevin Mason & John Skerry (21) 
The second of three tasks on this site. On a dry bright 
sunny warm day we continued to clear birch, holly, small 
hornbeam and oak.  

Tuesday, 11th April, Barn Hoppit  
Peter Vaughan & Pat Mc Farlane (14) 
On a bright sunny day we were joined by Julia Maki, the 
City of London volunteering officer for a task which 
consisted of felling and stacking a variety of small trees. 
Small patches of bramble were also cleared.  
Julia expressed her appreciation of our organisation and 
the work we carry out for the corporation. Being a warm 
spring day butterflies were seen including orange tip, 
speckled wood and green veined white.   
 

Sunday, 16th April, Long Running 
Peter Smith & Spencer Cleminson (12) 
The aim was to remove silver birch from the wooded 
area between the west side of the heath and the Epping 

New Road but retain a screen of trees to hide the traffic. 
We concentrated on felling birch that was overhanging 
the heath or crowding ancient oaks. We had problems 
with one birch that had grown through the arms of an 
oak and was entangled but we eventually dropped it 
through successively removing sections of trunk. We 
cleared almost as far as a point adjacent to Bomb Crater 
Pond. We also dug and cut small saplings growing in the 
heath from its northern edge down the west side towards 
the pond.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREE TAGGING IN EPPING FOREST 

Many of you will have noticed the small, metal 

tags attached to many of the mature pollards 

throughout the forest, each with a number on, 

such as the one below, which we photographed 

on Warren Hill. 

These tags enable the City of London to map 

their location and monitor any changes to them 

over the years. 

 

Around 15,000 individual trees are tagged but a 

total of 24,508 are mapped. This is because you 

only need tag one tree in a group to map the 

location of others nearby. 

Almost all of these are ancient pollards, mainly 

beech and oak with some hornbeams. 

According to the City of London this preserves a 

snapshot of the population. Epping Forest has 

the largest population of ancient pollards on 

one site so mapping them preserves an 

important historic record, the CofL told us. 

The only other tagged trees are those 

monitored for safety reasons, such as ones 

close to the roadside. 

It is hoped that a public record of mapped trees 

will be available by the end of the year.  



EFCV NOTICEBOARD 

PUB NIGHTS 

Thursday, 25th May: The Horseshoes, Upshire. 

Contact Ruth Moore 

Tuesday, 20th June: Toby Carvery, Buckhurst Hill. 

Contact Spencer Cleminson 

Wednesday, 19th July: Three Jolly Wheelers, 

Chigwell. Contact Ralph Boswell. 

Thursday, 24th August: Theydon Oak, Epping. 

Contact Brian McGhie. 

Tuesday, 19th September: Queen Victoria, Theydon 

Bois. Contact Brian McGhie 

LOCAL EVENTS 

Work Days at Gernon Bushes, Coopersale  

Some Tuesdays; info: Brian McGhie (01992 573514) 

 
Work Days at Roding Valley Meadows 

Meet Tuesdays & Wednesdays 10am in the David Lloyd end 

car park. Info: 020 8500 3094 

 
Work Days with Epping Forest Countrycare 

Thursdays; call Countrycare on 01992 788203 for details. 

 
Epping Forest Visitor Centre Events 

For information on Epping Forest events please call The View 

on  020 7332 1911. 

 
Friends of Epping Forest Events 

The Friends of Epping Forest run a variety of walks in the 

area. For further information, meeting places etc. please call 

Tricia Moxey (01277 364522) or visit: 

www.friendsofeppingforest.org.uk 

 
EFCV TASK INFORMATION 

 We meet at 9.30am at the Warren, the City of London's 

Forest  headquarters. This can be accessed from the Epping 

New Road between the Warren Wood pub and the Robin 

Hood roundabout, where the gate will be manned from 

approximately 9.15am. We aim to leave for the site promptly 

at 9.45am. If you intend to go straight to the site it is 

essential you inform the task leader in advance, so we can 

bring enough tools and equipment for everyone. Let the task 

leader know if you will need a lift to the site. Wear old clothes 

and sturdy boots (preferably reinforced), and bring 

refreshments. Hard hats, gloves and waders will be provided. 

On Sundays, we usually return to the Warren at about 

3.30pm; mid-week tasks tend to finish a little earlier. Help 

with putting away the tools is always appreciated – please 

don’t always leave this to the same people. Please advise task 

leaders of any medical conditions, including allergies, of 

which they should be aware.  

 
TETANUS INNOCULATIONS  

Soil in the forest can harbour tetanus and it is therefore in 

everyone’s interests to ensure their anti-tetanus inoculation 

is up to date. 

 
 EDITOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

 To Spencer Cleminson, Tim Charge, Peter Smith, John Skerry, 

Peter Lyons, Alan Bertram, Kevin Mason, Brian McGhie and 

Ralph Boswell for content, pictures and supports. To Mark 

Dewell for the design. And many more behind the scenes. 

Please keep sending pictures, comments and articles. 

 
EFCV COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Chairman – Brian McGhie; Treasurer – Kevin Mason; 

Secretary – Ruth Moore; Other members: Ralph Boswell, 

Spencer Cleminson, Peter Lyons, Peter Smith, Peter Vaughan. 

 

 

CHEERS! RAISING A GLASS TO OUR 40TH 
Happy volunteers toast the group’s significant 

birthday at the Anniversary Pub Night in March.   
 
CONTACT DETAILS FOR TASK LEADERS: 

Ralph Boswell 020 8527 7371 

Tim Charge 020 8801 6923 

Spencer Cleminson 07748 530467  

John Fisher 020 8249 1816 

Peter Lyons 020 8529 3060 

 Kevin Mason 020 8529 9273 

 Brian McGhie 01992 573514 

 Neil Redgwell 07873 219207  

Peter Smith 020 8989 9890 

Peter Vaughan 020 8590 0879 

Mark Solomons 07710 907234 

John Skerry 020 8504 9833 

Ruth Moore 01992 788002 

*The work featured in the majority of these tasks forms part 

of the City of London’s Higher Level Stewardship wood-

pasture restoration plan. 



TASK LIST FOR SUMMER 2017 
Sunday 4th June – Bury Wood 
Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Mark Solomons 

Continuing from April 2016, working from Buttonseed Corner 

to Three Bridges. Trees and holly to be removed as part of 

the Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) wood pasture scheme. 

Parking: The Warren, Epping New Road. GR:TQ 409957 

 
Tuesday 6th June – Gas Ride 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge  

Task specially arranged for a returning group from Barclays 

Bank. Re-coppice scrub as part of Project Nightingale. 

Parking: The Warren, Epping New Road. GR:TQ 409957 

 
Sunday 11th June – Bury Wood 

Leaders: John Fisher & Tim Charge 

The second of two consecutive Sundays at this site.  

Details and parking as Sunday 4th June. 

 
Tuesday 20th June – Lodge Road Bog South 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Spencer Cleminson 

Requested by Ken Adams. Pulling bracken and birch saplings 

from the bog and removing it from periphery. A fallen birch 

needs removal. Cut back some overhanging branches.  

Parking: Lodge Road CP. GR: TQ431999 

 
Sunday 25th June - Birch Wood  

Leaders: Kevin Mason & John Skerry  

Continuing from March, removing small trees and scrub 

(having checked for bird breeding)  to open grassland. Reptile 

habitat piles from brash also need to be created. 

Parking: On the track alongside the Deer Sanctuary off 

Coppice Row, Theydon Bois. GR: TQ 440992 

Sunday 2nd July – Sunshine Plain South 

Leaders: Peter Smith & John Fisher 

Continuing to clear small birch encroaching on the heathland.  

Parking: Wake Valley CP, Epping New Road. GR: TQ 423988 

Tuesday 11th July – Furze Ground 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Peter Lyons  

Bracken pulling around heather at the top of the site and 

using removed birch saplings to create reptile refugia habitat. 

Parking: Broadstrood CP, Goldings Hill. GR: TQ 426987 

Sunday 16th July – Two Tree Island 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Peter Lyons  

Invited back to continue work to prevent salt marsh erosion. 

We will be laying faggots on to the salt marsh so old clothes 

essential as it is extremely muddy. Waders are provided. Hats 

and suncream needed as shade is non-existent. 

Parking: Two Tree Island, Leigh-on-Sea, over the bridge and 

past the golf driving range. GR: TQ825855 

 
Sunday 23rd July – Copley Plain  

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Pat McFarlane  

A task deferred from a previous list. We will be pulling 

bracken alongside and within the anti-tank ditch in order to 

encourage the spread of marsh fern. 

Parking: Jack’s Hill CP (right side) GR: TQ 436996 

Sunday 30th July – Lodge Road Bog North 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Neil Redgwell  

This task has also been requested by Ken Adams. We will be 

attempting to remove as much Typha as possible. 

Parking: Lodge Road CP. GR: TQ431999 

 
Sunday 6h August – Thames Valley Bog  

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge 

Following our visit in July 2016, this will be our second 

bracken pulling at this environmentally important area.  

Parking: Jack’s Hill CP (left side). GR: TQ436996 

Tuesday 15th August – Sunshine Plain North 

Leaders: Peter Smith & Peter Lyons  

We worked at this site in October 2016 and did not quite 

complete the task. We will cross Wake Road and work on the 

northern part of the plain clearing small birch encroaching 

across the heathland. We will also be removing overhanging 

trees from periphery.  

Parking: Wake Valley CP, Epping New Road. GR: TQ423988 

Sunday 20th August – Bury Wood/North Long Hills  

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Pat McFarlane 

We will be thinning and removing sapling trees and scrub as 

part of the HLS wood pasture restoration plan.  

Parking:Fairmead Road CP.  GR: TQ409968 

Sunday 27th August and Sunday 3rd September  – Lord’s 

Bushes (Note: Same task on consecutive Sundays) 

Leaders: Peter Smith & John Fisher 

Continuing from earlier this year to thin and remove trees 

and scrub as part of the HLS wood pasture restoration plan. 

Parking: Knighton Lane CP. GR:TQ 407935 

Tuesday 12th September – Long Running 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Peter Lyons 

Clearing small birch from this very important heathland.  

Parking: Jack’s Hill CP (left side). GR:TQ436996 

 
Sunday 17th September – Bury Wood/North Long Hills 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Mark Solomons 

This is a continuation of the task from 20th August. 

Parking and details as before. 

 
Sunday 24th September – Gas Ride 

Leaders: Kevin Mason & John Skerry 

We are returning here to continue with the re-coppicing of 

scrub as part of Project Nightingale.  

Parking: The Warren, Epping New Road. GR:TQ409957 

 

*Contact details for task leaders on previous page. 


