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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

The extraordinary year of 2013 has finally gone out with a 

bang – more severe gales over the Christmas period. When I 

last wrote in Forest Leaves we had enjoyed a prolonged 

warm, dry spell; I had commented that there were fewer 

fires than might have been expected. No sooner had it gone 

to press than there were several very bad ones, mainly in the 

Leyton Flats area and one necessitating the closure of the 

surrounding roads. We have now had one of the wettest and 

mildest autumns and early winters on record, as well as 

several violent gales. Much nonsense was written in the 

media about how rare these were, as anyone who has looked 

at nineteenth-century weather, for instance, realises. Most 

woodlands in southern England were affected by the St 

Jude’s storm in October, but the Forestry Commission 

estimated that very few woodlands will suffer any long-term 

damage. Epping Forest got off quite lightly; around 260 

trees were dealt with by the work teams, making safe crown 

damage or removing them altogether. Others will of course 

have been left in situ without attention. 

 

The prolonged rain has left the Forest in a very soggy 

condition, as anyone who has tramped through the mud can 

testify! Every hollow is full of water and the ponds have 

rapidly filled up. The mild conditions have meant that plants 

and animals have been sprouting early and have been visible 

remarkably late in the season. At the beginning of January 

many buds were appearing on elder and willow, for 

instance, and flowers were already pushing through. Most 

insects flourished last summer, and have been seen right 

through the winter. Bumblebees were around in the Forest 

right up to Christmas and my record was a wasp on 

Christmas Eve! The main sufferers may again be those 

appearing early in the spring, should we now get a 

prolonged cold spell like last year. Early nesting birds might 

also struggle, and frogspawn may not do well. 

 

During the autumn we carried out our new policy of 

working on core sites on two or more Sundays and Tuesdays 

together so that a really big difference can be made – and 

seen. We had four tasks at Fernhills clearing some of the 

hawthorn, blackthorn and other scrub, with the result that 

huge progress was made. This success means that we will 

doubtless return to continue in the autumn of 2014. Another 

site where huge progress has been visible has been at the 

large open area in Walthamstow Forest, where our four 

tasks have opened up a substantial further extension to it. 

The cleared area at Gilberts Slade has been much extended 

and looks really good (or will do if the piles of brash can be 

removed. Maybe we need an extra task to burn it all!). 

 

The task at Furze Ground was at our request, being the only 

singleton in the programme, and was much enjoyed; we now 

have two further visits in March and April. Unfortunately 

cyclists insist on riding down the middle of the site, and 

attempts to block off the path proved unsuccessful as the 

logs were thrown aside! The spring programme continues 

the theme of two or more visits to sites. We have asked 

active volunteers what they think of this, and the general 

opinion was very supportive. We have two visits to no fewer 

than six areas, including some very popular ones; note our 

return to Copley Plain and Almshouse Plain after some 

considerable time. We have a single visit to Whitehall Plain 

at the request of Ken Adams, who also asked us to continue 

with the long-postponed work at Copley Plain, Two of the 

midweek tasks are also one-off visits as these prove ideal for 

smaller jobs. 

 

Don’t forget our annual visit to assist Brian at Gernon 

Bushes on Sunday 9 February. These tasks always involve 

doing important work on the reserve, and the grateful 

Warden rewards us with jacket potatoes! We are always 

happy to receive suggestions for tasks that can be passed on 

to the Ecology department for discussion, just as the 

Keepers sometimes ask for particular work. 

 

We had a slightly smaller turnout than the previous year for 

our Annual General Meeting on Friday 18 October. As 

usual, Peter and Linda Vaughan supplied a lavish spread, 

and we had a most interesting talk from Ian Bradley on his 

work with reptiles and amphibians in the Forest. On the 

other hand there was a record number attending our 

Christmas Dinner at The Bull, which as usual laid on an 

excellent meal. We are very grateful to Ralph for doing all 

the organisation (and the sums!). The site for our Christmas 

Task at Long Running proved a good one, with a large 

clearing providing space for the fire and barbecue, 

supervised by Peter and Linda. A lot of work was done 

before the barbecue began, and it may be worth considering 

for a future year. Pub nights continue to be well attended, 

but once again can I plead for those wishing to attend to 

contact the named person in advance (two weeks, please). 

 

You may be interested to know that the High Beach Visitor 

Centre is closed until April for refurbishment. When it 

reopens it will be run by the Friends of Epping Forest. If 

you are interested in volunteering to help there ring 020 

8418 0730, email Judith.adams21@btinternet.com or visit 

the Friends’ website. 

 

This is the last Chairman’s Report that I will be writing, as I 

have decided to stand down from the post after more years 

than I can remember. I will be remaining on the Committee. 

Brian McGhie has kindly volunteered to replace me as 

Chairman, so I hope everyone will be as supportive to him 

as you have been to me. 

 

Peter Lyons 

 

 
 

The 25
th

 Anniversary Task at Earl’s Path Pond,  

Summer 2002 
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A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS 2014 TO 

OUR READERS! 
 

 
 

First things first. A very big thank you to Peter Lyons for 

being our chairman for so long and the hard work he has 

carried out on the group’s behalf. We have not heard the last 

of him however, as he remains on your committee without 

portfolio (polite term for troublemaker! Every committee 

needs one!)   
 

While I am in thanks mode, Ralph deserves a big pat on the 

back for his excellent social secretary skills in organising 

another first-class Christmas dinner at the Bull that ran like 

a well-oiled machine. Oiled? Who, me? Ralph also presents 

our suggested task programmes to the Warren and liaises 

with the ecology team in final task list production. Thanks 

also to other committee members for their efforts: Spencer 

for IT and communications, Kevin as treasurer and 

membership sec., Peter V as tools officer and Ruth as our 

minutes secretary. Not forgetting Julia for turning out this 

superb newsletter (Enough crawling - Ed). 
 

We have some important and hopefully, enjoyable tasks in 

the spring. Almost all the tasks will be on open areas of the 

Forest, or should I say, in some cases, what were ‘open 

areas or plains’. Heathland and acidic grassland are my 

favourite habitats because of their fauna and flora and I am 

pleased to see such tasks on our programme. There are some 

pond and bog tasks planned for the summer and autumn, 

dependent on the state of the sites and the Warren-based 

ecologist’s judgement.  
 

No matter what they do, volunteers of any kind are the best 

people in the world. I would like to sincerely thank 

everyone who has turned out on task, whether they have 

been involved over the last thirty years or the last few 

months. 

 

Brian McGhie 

 

PS Do not be shy about coming to the group’s pub nights! 

 

A TRIBUTE TO DICK MARTIN 
 

We were shocked to learn in September that one of our 

long-standing volunteers, Dick Martin, had passed away 

suddenly. Dick and Kate had been coming out with the 

group for around ten years until he ran into health problems 

at the beginning of the year. We are going to miss his jovial 

presence on tasks and his willingness to tackle any job that 

needed doing. 

 

 
 

Dick and Kate in Summer 2010 by Linda Vaughan 

 

Two members of the committee were able to represent 

EFCV at the funeral at Enfield Crematorium, and we were 

astonished to learn of the extraordinary variety of his work, 

his interests, and his practical skills freely given. His was a 

full and fulfilled life.  

 

Kate has contacted us to thank all those EFCV members 

who wrote to express their condolences; she says she hopes 

to see us again sometime. Donations were requested for 

Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital in Dick’s memory, 

and a sum from our funds was duly sent. 

 

Peter Lyons 

 

 
 

Dick with his grandson Eddie, by Kate Martin 



ATTENDANCE MATTERS 2013 
 

2013 proved to be a record year for the group, with more volunteers attending our tasks than ever before. A total of 896 volunteer 

days were recorded during 2013 over 55 tasks, six of which were outside the forest, which is the same number as last year. The 

amount of work we are able to complete at each task really does depend upon having large numbers of volunteers helping the task 

leader. Having an enjoyable and satisfying day out in good company also helps!  

In 2013 the numbers of volunteers attending each of our tasks rose steadily throughout the year to reach an average of 18 at each 

task by the end of the year (see the graph below for the fluctuations along the way, against 16 in 2012). A total of 99 people 

attended at least one task during the year, which is an increase of eight over 2012, although 43 of them only came once. We need 

to find out why they only came once and encourage people to return. We did attract 17 new volunteers during the year and 

hopefully they will continue to volunteer with us.  

 

EFCV 2013 Facts & Figures 

863 Volunteer days (803 in 2012) or 5178 hours, this equates to £32673 @£6.31 per hour, given on 55 practical tasks organised 

this year, 42 on Sundays and 13 on other days. 

 99 active volunteers participating in our tasks, an average of 18.1 per task (16 in 2012).  

 Worked on 26 different sites, with seven visits to Gilbert Slade being the most, while Walthamstow Forest, Fernhills and 

Long Running had four visits each.  

 Four tasks working with the Wildlife Trust.  

 There were no pond clearance tasks within the forest.  

 

The committee of the Epping Forest Conservation Volunteers would like to record and thank the following members for the 

amount of tasks they have attended during the year 2013.  

 

Completion of 

over 200 hours of 

volunteer work 

Completion of 

over 150 hours of 

volunteer work 
 

Completion of 

over 100 hours of 

volunteer work 
 

Spencer Cleminson 

(306 hours) 
Elke Taylor John Skerry John Hoye Ruth Moore 

Martin McCleary Peter Lyons Iona Kay 
Heather 

Cleminson 
Andrew Jarvis 

Tim Charge Mary Dodd Shirley King Sean Green Kevin Mason 

Neil Redgewell Peter Smith Ralph Boswell Pat McFarlane  

Brian McGhie     

 

 

A USEFUL SIGN OBSERVED BY EFCV MEMBERS ALONG THE ESSEX WAY 
 

 



FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 2013 
 

The Treasurer’s report for 2013 shows that the group suffered a decrease in income but a big drop in expenditure, which meant  

our bank balance increased by £521.10; our bank account ends the year with a very healthy balance of over £3200, the most we 

have ever had at the end of a calendar year. 

 

Our membership fees remained unchanged for another year at £5 but as last year the number of members has fallen slightly. There 

are now 109 members against 128 last year. We have recruited 12 new members, plus another 16 who have worked with us but 

not yet enrolled. Subscriptions only account for 37% of our income and we are very reliant upon donations and other forms of 

income.  

 

Donations fell again during the year by £67.60. Donations from our members are very important to us; they form the largest part 

of our income at 45% and we would not be able to function as we do without them. Sales of clothing also increased slightly on the 

year, however we do hold supplies of group clothing in all sizes in green, grey and black. They are assets of the group but are not 

included in the income and expenditure account. 

 

Our expenditure reduced by £720.69, helped by not having any major expenditure on tools. Some of the items do require specific 

comment. We spent just £142.51 on tools and £50 of that was to repair the hedge trimmer. This is a big decrease on previous 

years and shows that we must be looking after the tools more carefully with less breakages and losses. The chainsaw also had a lot 

less spent on it than previous years – just £128.50 for new chains and a bar. 

 

The measures we introduced to cut the cost of production of the newsletter have been successful and the cost of production and 

postage has come down by £85.45.  

 

The finances for the group this year are in a very healthy state, but we do need your continued support for the coming year; please 

return your membership subscription so that we can continue with the good work.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Income 2012 2013 Change

Subs £630.00 £535 (£95)

Donations £706.50 638.90 (£67.60)

Interest £2.56 2.57 £0.01

Clothing £83.00 87.50 £4.50

Other £237.50 150 (£87.50)

Total £1659.56 £1413.97 (£245.59)

Expenditure

Postages £123.7 £76.50 £47.20

Newsletter £397.25 £359.00 £38.25

Stationery £18.17 £0.00 £18.17

Food £81.98 £105.84 (£23.86)

Tools £504.33 £142.51 £361.82

Chain Saw £417.61 £128.50 £289.11

fuel £30 £10.00 £20.00

AGM £40.00 £70.00 (£30.00)

Total £1613.04 £892.35 £720.69

Income £1659.56 £1413.97 (£245.59)

Expenditure £1613.04 £892.35 720.69

Total £46.52 £521.62 £475.10

Bank balance

Current a/c £116.75 £635.80 £518.55

Deposit a/c £2,565.01 £2567.58 £2.57

Total £2681.76 £3203.38 £521.62



SUMMARY OF THE TASK REPORTS 
 

Text by Kevin Mason; images by Tim Charge 

 

Sunday 22 September 2013 – Gilbert Slade  

Ralph Boswell & Julia Rolf (15) 

This task took place at the southern end of the slade and 

involved holly clearance around oak pollards. It was a site 

we had previously cleared of holly about 7 years ago. This 

time all of the holly regrowth, together with most of the 

bramble, was removed from the site area with the aid of the 

brushcutter, although it was found the bramble pulled out 

quite easily. The holly growing around the mature oaks was 

removed but owing to time constraints we did not clear it 

all. A small number of sycamores were removed. Most of 

the brash was burned on a small fire – our first of the 

season. The remainder was stacked for future chipping.  
 

Sunday 29 September – Gilbert Slade  

Spencer Cleminson & Andrew Jarvis (14) 

Working in the same area as the previous week, we 

continued the work begun. A large amount of holly and 

bramble was removed from the area around the mature oaks, 

with the result that the whole woodland floor became 

noticeably lighter. Whilst as much of the brash as possible 

was burned, a significant quantity remained and this was 

stacked alongside the path to await chipping by the City of 

London team. In addition, some logs were placed into two 

small piles. A large quantity of rubbish was collected, 

bagged and removed from the site.     
 

Saturday 5 October – Suntrap Centre  

Spencer Cleminson & Pat McFarlane (10) 

The weather conditions were fortunately ideal and the group 

working on the top pond successfully managed to clear it 

and remove the waste to a suitable site. Another group 

similarly worked in the large pond and cleared around the 

numerous dipping platforms, both in the water and on the 

bank. Here, too, the waste material was cleared by 

wheelbarrow and moved to an area some distance from the 

pond.        
 

Sunday 6 October – Fernhills  

Brian McGhie & Spencer Cleminson (14) 

This was the first of four tasks on this site, removing 

hawthorn scrub at the top of the hill by West Essex Golf 

club to restore the grasslands, and in particular the adders 

tongue fern. The cut material was largely burned on a small 

bonfire. 
 

Tuesday 15 October – Sunshine Plain  

Spencer Cleminson & Peter Lyons (7) 

Working on the northern side of the plain, we cleared birch 

regrowth to open up that part of the plain. The work took us 

towards the southern side.  

The heather continues to flourish, with numerous small 

plants all over the plain. Several deer were seen grazing on 

our arrival. During the day red poll cattle were released into 

the fenced-off area; they showed initial interest in our work 

then wandered off into the trees. 
 

Sunday 20 October – Fernhills  

Peter Vaughan & Kevin Mason (17) 

Further work clearing the hawthorn scrub working along the 

top of the ridge again. All of the cut material was burned. 
 

 
 

Ralph and Pat ‘high five’ at Fernhills! 

 

Sunday 27 October – Fir & Pond Wood  

Mark Smith & Spencer Cleminson (13) 

Our annual away day to the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife 

Trust reserve. We set up camp on the raised bank of an old 

fish pond, the only dry spot as the whole site was flooded. 

The dry work for the day was around one of the three secret 

ponds on the reserve, where we continued the work started 

two years ago when the willows were coppiced to allow 

more light into the pond.  

The planned wet work of clearing the floating grasses and 

bulrushes from the larger secret pond had been expected to 

take all day but was cleared by lunchtime. The afternoon 

wet task was clearing bulrushes to enlarge the area of open 

water around the viewing point on the main pond.  

Although no one fell in, there were several cases of waders 

being over-topped in the afternoon. The worksite is a long 

way from the car park so we were very grateful to Ralph for 

taking his vehicle down the track with the tools. The secret 

ponds clearly benefit from our work clearing the willows. 

On each visit the amount of open water on the ponds 

increases and the Warden is always grateful for our work.    
 

Sunday 3 November – Fernhills  

Ralph Boswell & Ruth Moore (17) 

A continuation of the work started in October, this was 

removing more hawthorn and a significant area of bramble. 

All of the larger hawthorn and rose were left untouched. We 

had two fires today: one on the original fire site and one 

further down the hill to save us trampling the site too much.  
 

Tuesday 12 November – Gilbert Slade  

Peter Lyons & Spencer Cleminson (10) 

The work started on 29 September was continued in the area 

north of the middle pond. Clearance was mainly small 



hornbeam saplings, opening up another area of grassland. 

The previous chipping piles are still on site and the new cut 

material has been added to the piles. 
 

Sunday 17 November – Fernhills  

Ralph Boswell & Peter Vaughan (18) 

Final visit for the season to Fernhills, with more hawthorn 

cleared and burned. The site looks a lot more open now but 

there is much more to do to get the site fully open. 

 

 
 

Fernhills – one of our best viewpoint sites  

 

Sunday 24 November – Gilbert Slade  

Spencer Cleminson & Iona King (15) 

A large area was cleared of birch, holly, bramble and some 

small hornbeam, such that it was opened up to the grassland 

and became noticeably lighter as a result. All of the waste 

brash removed on the day was burned and in addition a 

number of log piles were created.   

After carefully checking the brash piles remaining from our 

previous visits for hibernating creatures, an effort was made 

to reduce the size of these by adding as much as possible to 

the bonfire – in the absence of any chipping being 

undertaken. 

A small quantity of rubbish was also collected, bagged and 

removed from the site.     

A sleepy toad and similarly drowsy frog were found and 

gently removed to a place of safety. 
 

Sunday 1 December – Furze Ground  

Brian McGhie & Kevin Mason (20) 

This was a heathland restoration task, working mainly on 

the eastern side of the site but also along the eastern side of 

Centenary Walk. The work consisted of removing small 

birch trees from the site to let more light in. In order to 

create a suitable habitat for adders, a number of log piles 

were left. There is a substantial amount of birch regrowth 

from previous tasks and this needs to be kept under control 

to encourage the heather.  
 

Sunday 8 December – Long Running  

Peter Lyons & Peter Vaughan (25) 

The work consisted of clearing birch and holly from an area 

on the western side of Long Running north of the hardened 

path which runs parallel to the Theydon Road. The work 

was part of extending the wood pasture restoration. All of 

the brash and holly was burned, with the larger logs left in 

habitat piles. In the afternoon the volunteers enjoyed a 

festive barbeque; the fire was allowed to burn down and was 

extinguished before we left. 
 

 
 

The Christmas Task 

 

Tuesday 10 December – Long Running  

Spencer Cleminson & John Skerry (9) 

The area closest to the main ride was cleared of birch by 

part of the team, whilst another group removed holly and 

birch from the grassland side; this will hopefully encourage 

the grass to spread into the space created. The site became 

noticeably lighter (even sun dappled!) as a result of the work 

done. 

All of the waste brash removed on the day was burned and 

in addition a number of habitat log piles were created.   

A small quantity of rubbish was also collected, bagged and 

removed from the site.     

On our arrival a small herd of deer was seen romping across 

the grassy plain to the north of the site. 

At the edge of the plain a large beech tree had suffered the 

loss of several very large branches, which were spread 

around the base, and an oak tree on the plain had suffered 

similar storm damage.    
 

Sunday 15 December – Walthamstow Forest  

Peter Vaughan & Sean Green (17) 

The work took place between Mill Plain and Centenary 

Ride. We continued the clearance of small trees, holly, birch 

and hornbeam to restore the wood pasture habitat. The work 

was on the west side of the large glade. Special attention 

was paid to creating halos around the mature oaks and 

hornbeams. Nuthatches were heard calling.  

A young wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis) was found 

and taped to prevent it being accidentally felled, and 

adjacent competing trees were felled. 
 

Sunday 22 December – Walthamstow Forest  

Peter Lyons & Ruth Moore (18) 

This was a continuation of the work started last week; we 

continued opening up the site by removing mainly birch but 

also willow, hornbeam and holly. This corner of the site is 

now much more open although there is a great deal more 

work to do on this site.  
 

Sunday 29 December – Chingford Plain  

Kevin Mason & Spencer Cleminson (21) 

The site was on the south side of the plain just below Butlers 

Retreat between two muddy rides, which were well used by 

walkers all day. The work was clearing scrub blackthorn, 

hawthorn and oak to restore the grassland. As requested the 

hawthorn was pollarded to encourage regrowth. All of the 

cut material was burned, along with the remains of previous 

work on the same site.  



EFCV NOTICEBOARD 
 

EFCV LOGO CLOTHING  

We have the following items in stock in a range of sizes. 

Please call Spencer Cleminson to order or for further 

information (07748 530467). 

Fleeces £22.50 – Green  

Sweat shirts £17.50 – Green  

Polo shirts £12.50 – Green or grey  

T Shirts £10.00 – Green or black  

 

EFCV PUB NIGHTS 

Meet at 7.30pm. In order for us to book a table for the 

correct number of people please inform the relevant 

organiser at least ten days prior to the event.  

Thursday 20 February – Bald Faced Stag, High Road, 

Buckhurst Hill (Near Holly House Hospital). Contact 

Spencer Cleminson (07748 530467). 

Tuesday 18 March – Royal Oak, King's Head Hill. Contact 

Kevin Mason (020 8529 9273). 

Wednesday 23 April – The Plough, Sewardstone Road. 

Contact Peter Lyons (020 8529 3060). 

Thursday 22 May – The Bull, Theydon Bois. Contact 

Ralph Boswell (020 8527 7371). 

 

LOCAL EVENTS 

 

Essex Wildlife Trust Events 

For information contact Epping Forest Local Group on 0208 

508 5484 or visit www.essexwt.org.uk. 

 

Thursday 13 March 7:45–10:00pm 

AGM and Photographic Discovery 

An illustrated talk by local photographer, John Price, 

celebrating local trees and landscape. Donations appreciated 

(suggested donation £2 per adult). Open to non-members as 

well as members. For further details contact Epping Forest 

Local Group / Linda Heath on 020 8508 5484. 

 

Work Days At Gernon Bushes, Coopersale 

Some Tuesdays; call Brian McGhie (01992 573514) for 

details.  
 

Work Days At Roding Valley Meadows 

Meet Tuesdays & Wednesdays 10am in the David Lloyd 

end car park. Call Patrick Bailly (020 8508 1593) for details. 
 

Work Days with Epping Forest Countrycare  

Thursdays; call Countrycare on 01992 788203 for details. 

 

Epping Forest Visitor Centre Events 

For information on Epping Forest events please call The 

View on  (020 7332 1911). 

 

Friends of Epping Forest Events 
The Friends of Epping Forest run a variety of walks in the 

area. For further information, meeting places etc. please call 

Tricia Moxey (01277 364522) or visit: 

 www.friendsofeppingforest.org.uk 

 

EFCV TASK INFORMATION 

We meet at 9.30am at the Warren, Epping Forest’s City of 

London headquarters. This can be accessed from the Epping 

New Road between the Warren Wood pub and the Robin 

Hood roundabout, where the gate will be manned from 

approximately 9.15am. We aim to leave for the site 

promptly at 9.45am. If you intend to go straight to the site 

it is essential that you inform the task leader in advance, 

so that we can bring enough tools and equipment for 

everyone. Let the task leader know if you will need a lift to 

the site.  

Wear old clothes and sturdy boots (preferably reinforced), 

and bring refreshments. Hard hats, gloves and waders will 

be provided. 

On Sundays, we usually return to the Warren at about 

3.30pm; mid-week tasks tend to finish a little earlier. 

Help with putting away the tools is always appreciated – 

please don’t always leave this to the same people. 

Please advise task leaders of any medical conditions, 

including allergies, of which they should be aware.  

 

TETANUS INNOCULATIONS 

As you should be aware, the soil in the forest can harbour 

tetanus and it is therefore in everyone’s interests to ensure 

that their anti-tetanus inoculation is up to date.  

 

EDITOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue: Ralph 

Boswell, Tim Charge, Spencer Cleminson, Peter Lyons, 

Kate Martin, Kevin Mason, Brian McGhie, Linda Vaughan.  

 

EFCV COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chairman – Brian McGhie; Treasurer – Kevin Mason; 

Secretary – Ruth Moore; Other members: Ralph Boswell, 

Spencer Cleminson, Peter Lyons, Julia Rolf, Peter Vaughan 

 

 

ANOTHER HANDY ESSEX WAY 

SIGNPOST 
 

 
 

Essex Way sign images by Spencer Cleminson 

http://www.friendsofeppingforest.org.uk/


EFCV TASK LIST SPRING 2014 
 

Task sites are subject to change as we are sometimes 

asked to undertake high priority work at short notice. 

Anyone going straight to the task site should check with 

the task leader. 
 

Sunday 2 February – Long Running 

Leaders: Ralph Boswell & Kevin Mason 

We will be continuing the task of removing the sapling birch 

trees that are encroaching across this ecologically important 

site, which is particularly important for reptiles; some of the 

brash created will be used for reptile habitat features. 

Parking: Jack’s Hill CP. GR: TQ436996 
 

Sunday 9 February – Gernon Bushes 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Ralph Boswell 

This is our regular annual visit to this Essex Wildlife Trust 

Reserve. On this occasion we will be working in and around 

the second bog to remove bracken and holly. 

Parking: Garnon Mead. GR: TL478031 
 

Tuesday 11 February – Fairmead Plain 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & TBC 

This is a continuation of the task of last September to 

remove hawthorn, birch, oak and blackthorn that is 

encroaching upon the grassland. 

Parking: Along the side of Fairmead Road, northern end. 

GR: TQ408965 
 

Sunday 16 February – Long Running 

Leaders: Kevin Mason & Ruth Moore 

This is the second visit this month to this very important 

core site. 

Details and parking as Sunday 2 February. 
 

Sunday 23 February – Whitehall Plain, River Ching 

Leaders: Ralph Boswell & Tim Charge 

This task involves the clearance of scrub and small trees as 

requested by Ken Adams in order to rescue the purple 

willow. 

Parking: Courtland Avenue, Whitehall Road. GR: 

TQ399939 
 

Sunday 2 March – Copley Plain 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Peter Lyons 

We worked here in 2010/11 clearing scrub and small trees 

from along the ditchline to enhance the habitat for marsh 

fern. The work we carried out then has proved very 

successful and further work has been requested by Ken 

Adams. 

Parking: Jack’s Hill CP. GR: TQ436996 
 

Tuesday 11 March – Almshouse Plain 

Leaders: Peter Lyons & TBC 

We shall be working at the western end of the plain as part 

of the scrub / grassland management plan. On this and the 

following two Sundays we will be removing mainly willow 

and bramble, which is encroaching onto the grassland and 

shading the important areas of devil’s bit scabious. 

Parking: Catacombs Corner, Lippitt’s Hill. GR: 401969 
 

Sunday 16 March – Almshouse Plain 

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Spencer Cleminson 

This is the second visit to this site this month. 

Details and parking as Tuesday 11 March. 
 

Sunday 23 March – Almshouse Plain 

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Ruth Moore 

Details and parking as Tuesday 11 March. 
 

Sunday 30 March – Furze Ground 

Leaders: Kevin Mason & Iona Kay 

This is a continuation of the task from December to remove 

various small tree species encroaching into the heathland as 

part of the wood pasture restoration scheme. 

Parking: Broadstrood CP, Goldings Hill. GR: TQ426987 
 

Sunday 6 April – Rushey Plain 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & David Hale 

This is a continuation of the task from April 2013 thinning 

and removing various tree species as part of the wood 

pasture restoration scheme. 

Parking: Mount Pleasant CP, Epping New Road. GR: 

TQ417981 
 

Tuesday 15 April – Furze Ground 

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Tim Charge 

Details and parking as Sunday 30 March. 
 

Sunday 20 April – Rushey Plain 

Leaders: Peter Lyons & Tim Charge 

This is the second task at this core site in this current task 

list. Details and parking as Sunday 6 April. 
 

Sunday 27 April – Sunshine Plain (South) 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Brian McGhie 

We will be continuing the task of removing the sapling birch 

trees that are encroaching across this ecologically important 

site. Some of the brash created from this task can be used to 

create reptile habitat features. 

Parking: Wake Valley CP, Epping New Road. GR: 

TQ423988 
 

Sunday 4 May – Sunshine Plain (South) 

Leaders: Ralph Boswell & Brian McGhie 

This is a continuation of last Sunday’s task. Details and 

parking as Sunday 27 April. 
 

Tuesday 13 May – Woodford Green 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & TBC 

This is a return visit to this site to assist the COL grass team 

in maintaining the anthills and spiny restharrow area. This 

involves strimming, raking and small tree removal. 

Parking: Through the field gate just past the cricket ground, 

Woodford New Road. GR: TQ403923 
 

Sunday 18 May – South of Deershelter Plain 

Leaders: Peter Vaughan & Spencer Cleminson 

This is a continuation of the task from July 2012 and the 

wood gang’s work in November. We will be thinning and 

removing various tree species as part of the wood pasture 

restoration plan and the extension of the heathland. 

Parking: Broadstrood CP, Goldings Hill. GR: TQ429986 
 

Sunday 25 May – South of Deershelter Plain 

Leaders: Kevin Mason & Ralph Boswell 

This is a continuation of last week’s task. Details and 

parking as Sunday 18 May. 
 

Contact Details for Task Leaders: 
Ralph Boswell 020 8527 7371 

Tim Charge 0208 801 6923 

Spencer Cleminson 07748 530467 

David Hale 07939 575772 

Iona Kay 020 8527 2336 

Peter Lyons 020 8529 3060 

Kevin Mason 020 8529 9273 

Ruth Moore 1992 788002 

Brian McGhie 01992 573514 

Peter Vaughan 020 8590 0879


