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Snakes on a plain! An adder, pictured by volunteer Richard Saville  in June, at a site where we have been working to create 

suitable habitats for these wonderful but rare forest creatures. We’re not revealing the location to protect the adders but it 

shows our work is paying off. More of Richard’s pictures on his Flickr site https://www.flickr.com/photos/142690273@N06/ 

To see this newsletter online and in full colour, visit http://www.efcv.co.uk 

The website also provides more information on tasks and events, campaigns and forest news.  

For information regarding EFCV contact Brian McGhie (01992 573514) or Kevin Mason (020 8529 9273)/ efcv2@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Dates for your diary – full details are on our back page noticeboard but these two are ones to note:  

 Christmas Dinner will be at The Bull, Theydon Bois on Dec. 8th, £10 deposit by Oct. 1st please.  

AGM: New venue! The View, Rangers Road, Chingford, Sept 29th with special guest speaker Sophie Lillington. 
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CHAIRMAN'S RANT 
 

 

Just the other day, I was watching a ring-

necked parakeet checking out the bird 

feeders in my garden.  I was about to scare it 

off when a collared dove did the job for me.  

They have some uses after all!   

It is ironic that the well-established dove 

chases away the relative newcomer, both 

species with their origins in the Indian 

subcontinent.  The parakeet appears to be 

well-established in the Leyton Flats, 

Wanstead Park and Wanstead Flats areas.  It 

will not be long until any walk within the forest 

will be accompanied by their loud squawking. 

Did you know that DEFRA is awaiting 

recommendations on parakeet control from 

an EU project in September?  Were you 

aware that DEFRA have been culling, (oops) 

managing monk parakeets since 2012?  

Watch this space!  Or better, look it up on the 

internet! 

What is the most important habitat in Epping 

Forest?  Why is the forest a designated 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)?  Go on, 

have a guess.  Give up?  I’ll tell you.  It is the 

“Atlantic acidophilus beech forests”.  Wow!  

Veteran pollards are the most important part              

of the qualification, some of which may be 

over 1,000 years old.   

Thus, the threat of ramormum disease from 

Rhododendron ponticum is extremely 

serious.  Just imagine if the disease become 

widespread within Epping Forest and its 

environs, the long term worst-case scenario 

could be no mature beech trees and 

therefore, possibly, no SAC designation. 

It was therefore with alarm and 

disappointment when a little bird informed me 

that the City of London were having second 

thoughts about removing rhododendron from 

Knighton Wood and other sites in the 

southern parts of the forest.   

What is the point, is the theory, when there 

are numerous rhododendron shrubs in 

neighbouring private gardens adjoining the 

forest?  Is it worth removing a potential 

danger from the forest when the same 

potential danger exists next door?  More 

gloom and doom. 

Not all may be lost however, stag beetle to 

the rescue!  Lucanus cervus is a species that, 

like the Atlantic acidophilus beech forest 

habitat, is a primary reason for selecting 

Epping Forest as an SAC.  The citation states 

that records of the beetle are widespread and 

frequent.  I’ve never seen one in the forest in 

30 years, but I think I have seen a grub!  So 

long as there is plenty of decaying timber in 

the forest with L. cervus munching away in it 

and the qualifying features do not change, 

Epping Forest might retain its SAC status. 

All the best, Brian McGhie 

 

*Peter Smith’s suitably autumnal picture of 

Long Running.  We return to this site twice in 

November. See the task list for details. 



STRONG SENTINELS IN UNCERTAIN TIMES 

The following article is from the London Evening Standard and written by the London Wildlife Trust 

(www.wildlondon.org.uk) who have kindly given us permission to reproduce it.  

If one tree were to symbolize the strength and resilience of London, it would be the sturdy hornbeam. This 
is a tree that grows, slowly and surely, to 25 metres tall and can survive for 300 years. The hornbeam’s 
wood is harder than oak and other native trees, tough enough to blunt swinging axes, bend saws and deter 
all but the most determined woodpecker. 

The tree’s name stems from the Old English for ‘hard wood’ and despite the timber being notoriously 
difficult to work, it has been put to good use over the years – shaped into heavy-duty axles, gun butts, 
butcher’s blocks and as cogs for London’s windmills and water mills. Most importantly, the dense wood 
produced very high quality charcoal, the fuel on which Londoners cooked for centuries. 

Hornbeam sport oval, finely serrated leaves and a smooth, grey bark that appears to have been forged, 
slightly twisted and then abraded down to provide a muscular dreadnought finish. Hanging cluster of pale 
green, winged fruit emerge in September, like twisted chandeliers. These are favoured by hawfinch (now 
rare in London) but also tits, chaffinch and mammals such as wood mouse and bank vole. The leaves turn 
golden yellow and orange as autumn advances, but cling to the branch, rattling in the wind until a fierce 
enough storm wipes the trees clean. 

As London’s ovens switched from charcoal to coal and then gas, the industrial importance of hornbeam 
declined, but by then many of the city’s woodlands had been protected for our enjoyment. Today 
hornbeam is easily spotted in London during walks, with some of our favourite spots, including Epping and 
Hainault Forests, Highgate Wood, Ruislip Woods, Dulwich and Sydenham Woods and Bexley Wood. 

Hornbeam is the tree that quietly helped London grow, and kept it people warmed and fed for centuries. 
Hornbeam is London’s tree. 

*The London Wildlife Trust (@WildLondon) campaigns to protect the capital’s wildlife and open spaces. 
They also kindly provided this postcard image of pollarded trees in Epping Forest around 1900. 

 

 

http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/


A REWARDING RESULT 

We are delighted to be able to announce a major award for the EFCV, thanks largely to the time and effort of Spencer 

Cleminson. Here he explains more about this grant and why it is so important to our work: 

It has been the privilege of Epping Forest Conservation Volunteers (EFCV) to be a voluntary part of the City 

of London’s forest team for the last 40 years.  We work to help preserve and maintain this important public 

open area. The 6000 acres comprise woodland, heathland, ponds, bogs and other valuable habitats most 

of which are protected as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or as Special Areas of Conservation 

(SAC’s). As can be appreciated a great deal of work is required to maintain this diversity which supports a 

wide range of plants and animals including invertebrates.  

EFCV since its formation has used finance from voluntary donations in addition to member’s annual 

subscriptions in order to purchase tools and safety equipment. In recent years, this has not been totally 

adequate as we have also needed to meet new more rigorous health and safety standards which include 

training in a variety of disciplines. Among these training requirements are leadership skills in risk 

assessment, emergency first aid and using mechanised equipment to a professional standard. 

It was therefore becoming essential that we found additional funding and an application was made earlier 

this year to the City of London Corporations Central Grants Programme. It is with great pleasure that we 

are delighted to report our application was successful and we have been awarded a generous grant under 

the ‘Enjoying Green Spaces and the Natural Environment’ section of the grants programme. This award 

recognises the sustained and valuable contribution the group have made to the ecology of the forest since 

being founded in 1977.  

The grant will enable us to invest in the necessary training required and also to purchase more equipment 

which will have the benefit of allowing us to undertake a wider range of conservation tasks safely and more 

effectively. However, we will continue to depend upon the patronage of our members, in both the physical 

and financial sense, in order to undertake and fulfil this vital work. 

 

*The volunteer group from our task on May 21st, the date of this year’s Natura 2000 Day, a 

European-wide celebration of nature conservation.  

The picture was taken by CoL Epping Forest Head of Conservation, Dr Jeremy Dagley, against this 

magnificent beech, which he has nicknamed ‘The Queen of Fairmead’. 



A NEW TREE CHARTER 

*This year is the 800th anniversary of the Charter of The Forest. Tricia Moxey tells us more: 
 

Trees are an essential part of what makes our landscape so distinctive.  We appreciate the deciduous trees within 

our managed woodlands, as silhouettes on the horizon or as a feature within a garden, tree-lined street or 

churchyard.  Trees enhance our lives, they frame a view, produce oxygen and give shelter from excessive sun or 

wind. They absorb carbon dioxide, help reduce flood risk and provide fuel and timber. Certain species furnish us with 

fruits or nuts and all support various forms of wildlife. Oaks and willows provide nourishment for a wider range of 

invertebrates and fungi than do yew or holly, but mixed woodland with an abundance of dead wood, old hollow 

stumps and a good understory is a real haven for all kinds of wildlife. 

In the year 1217, the Charter of the Forest recognised the importance of woodland when King Henry III re-

established the right of free men to forage for food and to graze their animals.  

The Woodland Trust is leading a project to highlight the importance of trees today through a new ten-point Charter 

for Trees, Woods and People. This is intended to guide UK policy and practice and will be launched on November 6th, 

the 800th anniversary of the Charter of the Forest.  The Woodland Trust is seeking to encourage all people who care 

for trees to sign up to the Charter via the website www.treecharter.co.uk 

Since 1217, our countryside has experienced many changes, driven by fluctuations in climate, the requirements of a 

rising population and economic necessity.  Some 90% of the UK’s current timber requirement is imported but some 

is produced in Essex woodlands.                                   

However, there is concern that the tree cover within 

the UK is far too low and although there have been a 

number of projects to encourage landowners to plant 

more trees, there seems to be a surprising reluctance 

to plant more trees.  Locally we are fortunate that 

there are several new woods bordering Epping Forest: 

these are at Great Gregories, Warlies Park and 

Giffords Wood as well as the Woodland Trust site at 

Theydon Bois. Those who drive along the M25 

towards the Queen Elizabeth Bridge can now 

appreciate the 25-year-old woodlands of Thames 

Chase which were planted as part of the Green Arc, 

originally planned to encircle London with trees.  

The ongoing impact of wildfires and extreme weather 

episodes in recent months has reminded us of the 

significant role trees can play in revegetating burnt 

areas and in absorbing carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere. There is a new initiative, the brainchild 

of climate scientist Dan Price and colleagues Jeff Willis 

and Adrien Taylor, who aim, with the help of others, 

to plant a global ‘Trump Forest’. The scheme is to 

create a new forest of around 10 billion trees which, 

as they grow will absorb the extra 650 million tonnes   
 

of carbon emissions  released over the next  8 years as the result of  Donald Trump axeing the US Clean Power Plan. 

A start has been made in New Zealand with 1000 native trees planted, but other locations and sponsors are coming 

forward to participate in this ambitious project. This concept is not without its critics, as there is competition across 

the globe for land for farming, housing, mining and water resources, but taking a positive step is encouraging in the 

face of uncertainty about the future. Naturally, the trees should be the right ones in the right places.  Any new 

scheme needs to be carefully considered, but even by sharing knowledge, those involved cannot hope to come up 

with all the right answers and nature has a way of getting the better of us all. 

*Picture taken on Strawberry Hill by Heather Cleminson. 

http://www.treecharter.co.uk/


SUMMARY OF TASKS – 23rd April to August 15th, 2017

Sunday, 23rd April, Lord’s Bushes 
Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge (16 volunteers) 
A warm and sunny spring day saw us remove birch and 
holly closest to the main ride and moving in towards 
where the mature trees were located, allowing sunlight 
to penetrate the forest floor, which had previously been 
in total shade.  
In opening up the area around a mature oak, we found a 
feral bees’ nest in its trunk with large numbers of bees 
actively coming and going.  
 
Sunday, 30th April, Lord’s Bushes 
Peter Smith & Ralph Boswell (10) 
We continued to clear the ground around the more 
mature trees both along the paths and into the darker 
tangle of scrub, which was 95% holly. We opened an 
area around a large beech very late coming into leaf. 
This may be because of the exceptionally dry weather 
but there are two tall holly oaks growing flat against the 
beech trunk which need removing with a cherry-picker to 
untangle the upper branches. Nearby there are further 
large holly oaks, which are sapping the light and space 
of other mature species including an old and stunted 
hornbeam pollard which emerged from our ground 
clearing. These big holly oaks are too large for felling 
with our equipment. 
 
Sunday, 7th May, Warren Hill 
Spencer Cleminson & Ruth Moore (16) 
Teams of volunteers spread out along the path to clear 
around the mature oaks removing a substantial amount 
of holly along with sycamore and birch and one large 
yew.  
 
Tuesday, 16th May, High Beach Bog 
Brian McGhie & Tim Charge (11) 
The task was felling all of the trees growing in the central 
line of the bog. The work was carried out in a typically 
muddy area close to a stream running down the hill. Two 
Rhododendron ponticum were found and removed. 
  
Sunday, 21st May, North Long Hills  
Peter Vaughan & Pat McFarlane (17) 
Young birch to the west of the previously cleared area 
was thinned. Previously identified young hornbeam was 
left for possible future pollarding. Some bracken was 
pulled on the edge of the site. Jeremy Dagley joined us 
and after some further work we accompanied him to a 
veteran beech nearby where photos were taken – see 
the previous page for the result! 
  
Sunday, 28th May, Rushey Plain  
Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge (10) 
On a very warm, humid day, the group spread out to 
remove the smallest trees then worked to take out larger 
and taller ones, concentrating on removing birch but 
some willow, holly and animal-damaged hornbeam was 
also coppiced. 
 
Tuesday, 6th June, Gas Ride 
Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge (25) 
On a cool, extremely wet and windy day we were joined 
by a large contingent from Barclays Bank to remove 
smaller trees, sheltered from the high winds and once 
this had been achieved, moved on to larger and 

extremely tall birch which were being buffeted by the 
wind, using ropes to ensure that they were felled in a 
controlled manner. 
 
Sunday, 11th June, Bury Wood/Long Hills  
John Fisher & Mark Solomons (13) 
A large number of holly and hornbeam trees were felled 
and processed along with a few of the smaller remaining 
silver birch. The screen of trees on the edge of the site 
was retained, as were hornbeams, which can be 
pollarded in the future. And we saw a white admiral 
which Spencer managed to photograph, see below. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, 20th June, Lodge Road Bog  
Brian McGhie & Spencer Cleminson (8) 
A baking hot day perhaps encouraged three of the 
volunteers to take an early bath in the bog. The task was 
to pull bracken and birch saplings from the area. 
 

 
 
*A grass snake making its escape on Sunshine Plain 
from the August 15th task. 
 
Sunday, 25th June, Birch Wood  
Kevin Mason & John Skerry (17) 
On a warm cloudy day, we were accompanied by very 
loud music and noise from the adjacent Debden Green 
campsite where a celebration to mark the end of 
Ramadan was taking place. Consequently, there was a 
significant amount of rubbish blown into the wood.  
Continuing work started in March, we finished off the 
removal of two blackthorn thickets in the middle of the 
grassland and cleared invasive birch and bramble which 
was smothering two large crab apple trees. 



Sunday, 2nd July, Sunshine Plain  
Peter Smith & John Fisher (11) 
Smaller silver birch saplings were dug or pulled out while 
larger growth was cut at ground level and we cleared the 
south eastern corner of the plain of birch. Continuous 
sunshine made conditions uncomfortably hot by the 
middle of the day although there was respite in the 
shady campsite. 
 
Tuesday, 11th July, Furze Ground 
Brian McGhie & Neil Redgwell (10) 
At the north end of the site we cleared a large area of 
bracken by pulling.  
Many small birch trees were removed by either pulling or 
cutting. Heavy rain in the afternoon brought the work to 
a premature end. 
 
Sunday, 16th July, Two Tree Island 
Spencer Cleminson & Peter Lyons (21) 
An amazing turnout encouraged by good weather for our 
annual trip to the seaside saw us manage to complete 
all the work we had set ourselves in good working 
conditions. 
 
Sunday, 23rd July, North Long Hills  
Peter Vaughan & Pat McFarlane (9) 
Holly and birch were removed and snedded to enlarge a 
cleared area along with clearance around old pollards. 
 
Sunday, 30th July, Lodge Road Bog  
Brian McGhie & Neil Redgwell (17) 
On the north bog we removed bulrush and bracken from 
the bog edge and on the south bog we removed bracken 
and small birch. Larger birch growing in and around the 
bog was cut. Three common lizards and several 
unidentified dragonflies were seen, along with one piece 
of marsh fern and several other unidentified ferns. 
 
*You can read more about Lodge Road Bog in the 
recent Guardian piece, below, by CoL’s Epping 
Forest head of conservation, Dr Jeremy Dagley: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/3
1/bogland-moss-perils-epping-forest-country-diary 
 
 
Sunday 6th August, Thames Valley Bog  
Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge (19) 
Teams formed to remove bracken on both sides of the 
bog to prevent it shading out the wood horsetail. We 
cleared several fallen trees over the bog and found lady 
fern, which was being shaded by bracken, and, to 
encourage its spread we cleared a large area of the 
latter. Trees alongside and overhanging the tributary 
valley were removed. We found a small amount of water 
horsetail, a large toad and saw numerous dragonflies, 
mostly southern and brown hawkers. 
 

SAW POINT! 

A message – nay, a plea! – from Peter ‘the tool man’ 

Vaughan to all volunteers: “Please do not strain to 

tighten the securing knobs on our bow saws. If the blade 

is firmly held, that is tight enough. Overdoing it shears 

off the blade securing pegs and ruins the saw. If your 

saw won’t cut, ask the task leader to change the blade.” 

 

 
 
*Pictured above, the scene at Thames Valley Bog at the 
start of our task, overgrown with bracken. 
 
Below, the rewarding sight of how it looked afterwards, 
allowing the horsetail room to spread. 
 
Both pictures by Peter Smith. 
 

 
 
Tuesday 15th August Sunshine Plain 
Peter Smith & Peter Lyons (13) 
Our second visit to the site this year. Silver birch 
saplings were cleared from the Woodridden Hill side of 
the North Plain, watched by three longhorns (see picture 
below)! The line of silver birth saplings on the South 
Plain was pushed back.  
 

 
 
*Some of our newest volunteers are given their 
instructions by Spencer on Sunshine Plain. 
Picture by Peter Smith. 
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/31/bogland-moss-perils-epping-forest-country-diary
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/31/bogland-moss-perils-epping-forest-country-diary


EFCV NOTICEBOARD 

PUB NIGHTS 

Tuesday, 19th September: Queen Victoria, Theydon 

Bois. Contact Brian McGhie. 

Wednesday, 18th October: Royal Oak, King’s Head 

Hill. Contact Kevin Mason. 

Thursday, 23rd November: Duke of Wellington, 

High Beach. Contact Ruth Moore. 

Tuesday, 23rd January, Traveller’s Friend, Epping 

Green. Contact Kevin Mason. 

*CHRISTMAS DINNER, Friday, 8th December. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

This year’s event will be at The Bull, Theydon 

Bois and we expect it to be popular.  

However, we need to confirm numbers so let us 

know, as soon as possible, so that you don’t miss 

out.  

We need a deposit of £10 by October 1st.  

We will be meeting at 7.30pm to sit down at 

8pm.  

Please contact Ralph Boswell on 020 8527 7371. 

 

 
LOCAL EVENTS 

Work Days at Gernon Bushes, Coopersale  

Some Tuesdays; info: Brian McGhie (01992 573514) 

 
Work Days at Roding Valley Meadows 

Meet Tuesdays & Wednesdays 10am in the David Lloyd end 

car park. Info: 020 8500 3094 

 
Work Days with Epping Forest Countrycare 

Thursdays; call Countrycare on 01992 788203 for details. 

 
Epping Forest Visitor Centre Events 

or information on Epping Forest events please call The View 

on  020 7332 1911. 

 
Friends of Epping Forest Events 

The Friends of Epping Forest run a variety of walks in the 

area. For further information, meeting places etc. please call 

Tricia Moxey (01277 364522) or visit: 

www.friendsofeppingforest.org.uk 

 
EFCV TASK INFORMATION 

 We meet at 9.30am at The Warren, the City of London's 

Forest headquarters. This can be accessed from the Epping 

New Road between the Warren Wood pub and the Robin 

Hood roundabout, where the gate will be manned from 

approximately 9.15am. We aim to leave for the site promptly 

at 9.45am. If you intend to go straight to the site, it is 

essential that you inform the task leader in advance, so that 

we can bring enough tools and equipment for everyone. Let 

the task leader know if you will need a lift to the site. Wear 

old clothes and sturdy boots (preferably reinforced), and 

bring refreshments. Hard hats, gloves and waders will be 

provided. On Sundays, we usually return to The Warren at 

about 3.30pm; mid-week tasks tend to finish a little earlier. 

Help with putting away the tools is always appreciated – 

please don’t always leave this to the same people. Please 

advise task leaders of any medical conditions, including 

allergies, of which they should be aware.  

 

TETANUS INOCULATIONS  

The soil in the forest can harbour tetanus and it is therefore 

in everyone’s interests to ensure that their anti-tetanus 

inoculation is up to date. 

 

 EDITOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Thank you to Spencer Cleminson for all his help, guidance and 

contributions. Many thanks too, to Richard Saville, Jeremy 
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EFCV COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Chairman – Brian McGhie; Treasurer – Kevin Mason; 

Secretary – Ruth Moore; Other members: Ralph Boswell, 

Spencer Cleminson, Peter Lyons, Peter Smith, Peter Vaughan. 

 

*NEW HOME FOR OUR AGM THIS YEAR* 
 

 
 
We are delighted to tell you that this year’s AGM 
will be at an exciting new venue - The View, 
Ranger’s Road, Chingford, at 7.30pm on September 
29th.  It will include a talk, entitled “Queen Elizabeth 
Hunting Lodge and its Hunting Landscape” by 
Sophie Lillington, City of London Corporation’s 
museum and heritage manager at Epping Forest.  



TASK LIST FOR AUTUMN 2017 
Sunday 1st October – Woodman’s Glade 
Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & John Fisher 

One of three October tasks here, to thin young trees, remove 

holly and halo veterans. Part of the Higher Level Stewardship 

(HLS) wood pasture scheme, increasing habitat for white 

admiral, purple emperor and silver-washed fritillary 

butterflies.   

Parking: Bury Road CP. GR: TQ394954 

 

Sunday 8th October – Fir & Pond Wood 

Leaders: Mark Smith & Spencer Cleminson  

Our annual visit to this Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

Reserve. Removing rushes from the ponds to increase the 

area of open water and, for those who prefer to be on dry 

land, removing small trees from the pasture. 

Parking: The Oshwal Centre, Cooper’s Lane, Potters Bar. GR: 

TL277011 

 

Tuesday 10th October – Fairmead Bottom 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Tim Charge 

Removing small birch and scrub, coppicing aspen and willow.  

Parking: The Warren, Epping New Road. GR: TQ409957 

Sunday 22nd October/29th October – Woodman’s Glade 

Leaders: Ralph Boswell & Iona Kay (22nd Oct) 

Leaders: Peter Smith & Ruth Moore (29th Oct) 

For both - details and parking as 1st October 

 

Sunday 5th November – Wellington Hill 

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Kevin Mason 

Continuing a Spring 2016 task, removing various trees and 

tree lifting to increase light levels and improve water 

retention in the bog.  

Parking: High Beach CP, top of Wellington Hill. GR: TQ412982 

 

Tuesday 14th November – Butler’s Retreat Pon 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Peter Lyons 

Removing as much crassula as possible from the pond.  

Parking: Barn Hoppitt CP, Rangers Road. GR: TQ398947 

 

Sunday 19th November/Sunday 26th Nov. – Long Running 

Leaders: Peter Smith & Iona Kay (19th Nov) 

Leaders: Peter Smith & Ruth Moore (26th Nov) 

First of two consecutive tasks at a very important site to thin 

birch on a strip of woodland on the west of the heath. 

Parking: Jack’s Hill North CP. GR TQ436996 

 

Sunday 3rd December – Barn Hoppitt 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & John Fisher 

Thinning saplings as part of the HLS wood pasture restoration 

plan for this site. New pollards will also be created. 

Parking: Barn Hoppitt CP, Rangers Road. GR TQ398947 

 

Sunday 10th December/Sunday 7th January – Swaines Green 

Leaders: Martin McCleary, Brian McGhie & John Fisher 

First of two tasks here, working in Middle Lincoln Field to 

remove scrub regrowth and continue habitat management. 

Parking: Coronation Hill (cul-de-sac), Epping. GR TL457027 

 

Tuesday 12th December – Furze Ground  

Leaders: Brian McGhie & Peter Lyons 

A hugely important lowland heath and reptile-sensitive site. 

We will be brush cutting bramble, raking off the arisings and 

removing some birch. 

Parking: Broadstrood CP, Golding’s Hill. GR TQ428987 

 

Sunday 17th December –Gas Ride 

Leaders:  Kevin Mason, Peter Vaughan & Ralph Boswell 

Our Christmas BBQ task, recoppicing an area of sparse scrub 

as part of Project Nightingale.  

Parking: The Warren, Epping New Road. GR TQ409957 

 

Monday 1st January – Gas Ride 

Leaders: Kevin Mason & Spencer Cleminson 

Details and parking as previous task (excluding BBQ!) 

 

Sunday 7th January – see Sunday 10th December 

Leaders: Martin McCleary, Brian McGhie & Ralph Boswell 

 

Tuesday 16th January – Furze Ground 

Leaders, details and parking as Tuesday, 12th December 

 

Sunday 21st January/Sunday 28th January – Jericho Plain 

Leaders: Spencer Cleminson & Ruth Moores (21st Jan) 

Leaders: Peter Smith & Tim Charge (28th Jan) 

Thinning saplings as part of the HLS wood pasture restoration 

plan and creating new pollards. 

Parking: Considerate parking in Knighton Lane. GR TQ409937 

================================================= 

Contact Details for Task Leaders and Committee Members:  

Ralph Boswell 020 8527 7371 

Tim Charge 020 8801 6923 

Spencer Cleminson 07748 530467  

John Fisher 020 8249 1816 

Peter Lyons 020 8529 3060 

Kevin Mason 020 8529 9273 

Brian McGhie 01992 573514 

Ruth Moore 07852 668633 

Neil Redgwell 07873 219207  

John Skerry 020 8504 9833 

Mark Solomons 07710 907234 

Peter Smith 0208 989 9890 

Peter Vaughan 0208 590 0879 

* The work featured in the majority of these tasks forms part 

of the City of London’s Higher Level Stewardship wood-

pasture restoration plan. 


